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SPEcIAL IsSUE:

THE RicHT CoNceEPT OF GOD
Johnie Edwards

Having a wrong concept of God
has caused man to have a wrong concept of
himself. A failure to see who the God of the
Bible is has caused some to believe in the
false theory of evolution and humanism. Our
young people are being taught everything but
the right concept of God. We must get back
to teaching the basics concerning God.

1) Gop Is. The fourth word of the Bible
is “God.” “In the beginning God...” (Gen.
1:1). A concordance check will list “God”
3900 times plus many additional references to
Him. The phrase, “God is” is found more than
150 times in the Bible. “God is” would make
a good study.

2) Gob IsALIvE. A few years ago there
was a campaign trying to convince us that ‘God
1s dead.” He is not dead, but as David declared,
“The Lord liveth...” (Ps. 18:46). That God is
the living God is a frequent theme in the Bible.
For example, “My soul thirsteth for God, for
the living God...” (Ps. 42:2), the one who “has
life in himself” (Jn. 5:26). Since God is alive,
it is “in him we live, and move, and have our
being...” (Acts 17:28). In answering the Sad-
ducees’ resurrection question, Jesus affirmed

that “God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living” (Mt. 22:23-33). We need to sing more
often, Our God, He Is Alive.

3) Gob Is T OnLY TrUE GobD.
These words spoke Jesus about His Father,
“the only true God...” (Jn. 17:2). All the other
so-called gods are just idols, and lifeless noth-
ings. Jeremiah well described them: “They
are upright as the palm tree, but speak not:
they must needs be borne, because they can-
not go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot
do evil, neither also is it in them to do good”
(Jer. 10:5). The Psalmist wrote, “Their idols
are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands.
They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes
have they, but they see not: They have ears,
but they hear not: noses have they, but they
smell not: They have hands, but they handle
not: feet have they, but they walk not...” (Ps.
115:4-7). What a contrast with the God of the
Bible!

4) Gob Is Great. The song How Great
Thou Art is a great teaching song as to God’s
greatness. It is written, “For thou art great, and
doest wondrous things...” (Ps. 86:10). Please
continue to read about God.

FEBRUARY 2007




Ellettsville Church of Christ

303 West Temperance Street, Ellettsville, Indiana 47429
(812) 876-2285 or (812) 340-4630

2007 Summer

Preacher Training Program
Encouraging men to do the “work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5).

July 23 - August 3
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Daily

Our 2007 Summer Program Will Include Instruction In:

Doing the work of an evangelist / Preaching in today’s world / Carrying out the great commission /
Overcoming stage fright / Finding and putting together sermons / Conducting weddings and funer-
als / Radio preaching / Building a good library / Publishing a church bulletin / Teaching home Bible
studies / Writing effective articles / Conducting gospel meetings / Studying and understanding the
Bible / Learning to be a good listener / Personal evangelism / Bible history and geography / Combat-
ing false doctrines / Working with a local church / Various Bible topics too numerous to list / Many
other areas related to the work of preaching

Classes taught by: Johnie Edwards, Johnie Paul Edwards, and John Isaac Edwards
If you are serious about wanting to preach, dont miss this opportunity!

| Name

| Complete Address
| Telephone Age
| Name and location of congregation where you are a member
| Will you need a place to stay during the program?
| Will you have your own transportation?
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THE ReaLity OF Gop
John Isaac Edwards

We cannot know God by our own
wisdom. “...the world by wisdom knew not
God” (1 Cor. 1:21). The reality of God must be
accepted by faith. “...for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is” (Heb. 11:6).

1) THE BIBLE AFFIRMS THE REALITY OF
Gop. The Bible does not set out to prove God
exists. The reality of God is a fact recognized
from the first verse to the last. God is found 32
times in the first chapter of Genesis alone! The
Bible not only admits the existence of God, but it
acknowledges Him as the greatest of all realities.
The Bible affirms an omnipresent (Ps. 139:8),
omniscient (Ps. 147:4-5), omnipotent (Job 42:2)
God “made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
inthemis” (Ex. 20:11). Any alternative cannot be
proved, and, according to what we see, the Bibli-
cal claim is the most reasonable explanation.

2) Facts ATTEST To THE REALITY OF GOD.
Fact #1: The heaven and earth exist. Man is a
reality — we are here. Either these have always
been (thus eternal), or they had a beginning.
The Bible says there was a “beginning” (Gen.
1:1; Prov. 8:22-29). Science agrees that the uni-
verse is not eternal, but had a beginning. Fact
#2: Since there was a beginning, there must be
something or someone that caused everything
to come into existence. Something cannot come
from nothing. Every effect must have a cause.
Scientists generally agree that ‘the Big Bang’
birthed the universe about 15 billion years ago.
If the universe began with a Big Bang, what
exploded and where did it come from? What
caused it to explode? How was dead, unintel-
ligent matter transformed into intelligent life?
“Through faith we understand that the worlds
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were framed by the word of God...” (Heb. 11:3).
Fact #3: Heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
in them is show signs of amazing design and
purpose. Intelligent design requires a designer
with intelligence, and the amazing design around
us is evidence of One with amazing intelligence!
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handywork™ (Ps. 19:1).
Man is “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Ps.
139:14). There is sufficient evidence around us
to make us without excuse for not accepting the
reality of God (Rom. 1:18-21).
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WHAT To Do WHEN...

®e, Melba Edwards °®

Wives are to love their husbands
(Ti. 2:4), submit to their husbands (Eph.
5:22), and reverence or respect their husbands
(Eph. 5:33). These responsibilities are easier
fulfilled when the husband is all the Lord
expects him to be. But what to do when...

1) HE DOEsSN’T LEAVE AND CLEAVE
(GEN. 2:24)? This can be areal problem. If
the husband will leave his father and mother
and cleave unto his wife, she won’t have any
reason to go back to her family. But what
about when he doesn’t leave and cleave?

2) HE DOESN’T LOVE ME As CHRIST
Lovep THE CHURcH (EpH. 5:25)? If the
husband obeyed this command it would
help many problems in marriage. That’s
not to say the wife doesn’t have her respon-
sibilities. Most men will not be asked to
lay down their life for their wife as Christ
did. The love of Christ was unselfish. He
sought the best for His bride. He gave His
best, not His leftovers. He put the needs of
the church first, before His own. Any wife
married to an husband like that will love her
husband, be in subjection to him, respect
him, and be the best wife she can be. But
what about when he is not like that?

3) WE DoN’T AGREE ON THE
DiscipLINE OF CHILDREN (Prov. 19:18)?
Discipline, primarily, is the responsibility
of the father (Eph. 6:4). So, what am I to
do when discipline is a problem?

4) He WiLL Not BE THE HEaD
(EpH. 5:23)? God gave the order in 1 Cor-

inthians 11:3: God, Christ, man, woman.
It’s much easier to submit when you have
a head. But some men won’t be the head
as God commanded. So, how can I submit
when my husband won’t be the head?

5) HE WiLL Not Provipe For His
FamiLy (1 Tim. 5:8)? This is another prob-
lem in the home. How can a wife guide or
manage the house when she is busy provid-
ing for her family?

The answer to these questions does
not lie in what some talk show host may
say, but the answer lies in the word of God.
First, pray. Pray that you will be the wife
God would have you to be. Pray for His
help and guidance. Pray for a successful
marriage. Second, love your husband,
even when you don’t receive the love God
commanded back. Read 1 Corinthians
13:4-8 often and practice it with all your
being. Third, submit to your own husband
as unto the Lord. Respect his headship,
even when it may seem impossible. You
can do this because it is a command from
the Lord. Fourth, communicate. Let him
know how you feel. Do this in a kind
and gentle way. Fifth, concentrate on the
positive things, not the negative. Work
on the things you can change, You. Read
Proverbs 31:10-31 and then go and do
thou likewise. Being the kind of wife God
would have us to be when things aren’t
so smooth takes much effort and deter-
mination to make our home the way God
intended for it to be. The rewards will be
worth our every effort!
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Gop Is NoT
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God is not what many people think He
1S. When we understand what God Is Not, we
will be in a better position to understand what
God is and have the right concept of God.

1) Gob Is Nor A MaN. Many think of
God as if He were a man. He is not! Balaam
told Balak, “God is not a man, that he should lie;
neither the son of man, that he should repent:
hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he
spoken, and shall he not make it good?”” (Num.
23:19). Jesus said, “God is a Spirit...” (Jn. 4:24),
and “...a spirit hath not flesh and bones...” (Lk.
24:39). Since God is not a man, He thinks differ-
ently than we do. “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and
my thoughts than your thoughts” (Is. 55:8-9).

2) Gob Is Notr ONE To Forsake His
PeopLE. Itis written in Deuteronomy 4:31, “For
the Lord thy God is a merciful God; he will not
forsake thee...” Many renounce and turn away
from the Lord, but God has never forsaken those
who put their trust in Him. The Psalmist said of
God, “And they that know thy name will put their
trust in thee: for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken
them that seek thee” (Ps. 9:10). God hath prom-
1sed, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”
(Heb. 13:5). Thus, we can have confidence in
God and take Him at His word.

3) Gob Is Notr THE Gop Of THE DEAD.
Jesus answered the Sadducees’ question about
the resurrection by referring them to what God
said out of the burning bush (Ex. 3:6) — “I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
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God of Jacob” — and then drew this conclusion:
“God is not the God of the dead, but of the living”
(Mt. 22:32). This concept of God opposed the
Sadducees’ thinking concerning the resurrection.
Though the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob)
had been gathered unto their fathers, they were
living! There is life beyond the grave because
our God, He is alive!

4) Gob Is Not THE AUTHOR OF CONFUSION.
Some want to blame God for all of the confusion
that exists in the religious world. He is not to be
blamed! “For God is not the author of confusion,
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints™ (1
Cor. 14:33). When there is confusion, it is not
of God! When we band together in doing what
the word of God teaches, we will have peace!

5) Gob Is Notr Mockep. Writing the
Galatians, Paul penned, “Be not deceived; God
1s not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting” (Gal. 6:7). Those who think they
can just say and do whatever they wish without
any consequences need to think again. Harvest
time is coming, and God does not suffer Himelf
to be mocked.

6) Gob Is Not UNrRIGHTEOUS. No doubt,
all of us, at one time or another, have been hurt
by one who deals fraudulently or is deceitful.
God is not like that. Hebrews 6:10 affirms, “For
God is not unrighteous to forget your work and
labour of love...” God has promised. “...be not
slothful, but followers of them who through faith
and patience inherit the promises” (Heb. 6:12).
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CONCEPTS
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Did you ever wonder why people do
illogical things? Why did doctors drain a quart
of blood from George Washington when he lay
prostrate with Pneumonia? This illogical behavior
arose from a misconception of the nature of disease
and of the functioning of the human body. Ifthose
attending Washington had the correct concepts they
wouldn’t have contributed to his death through
such illogical actions. The same paradigm oper-
ates in the spiritual realm. If our behaviors and
practices are ever to be acceptable to God, it is es-
sential for us to have the correct spiritual concepts
(particularly as they apply to “knowing” God).

1) Conceprs: THE SoiL FrRom WHICH
WE Draw ConcLusions. See the chart on the
following page. In Figure X, start on the bottom
left (Column I). Notice that: “Concepts are the
soil from which we draw conclusions.” And,
conclusions produce behaviors and practices.
Since doctors attending Washington had the
wrong concept of disease and the human body,
they concluded their patient would benefit from
“bleeding” and took that action. Thus, (Column
IT) “Man behaves, practices, or lives according to
his beliefs or concepts.” The same is true in the
spiritual realm. On the far right (Column IV),
the Greeks had the wrong concept of deity (Acts
17:16-32), from which they drew the wrong con-
clusions concerning morality, which led them to
the grossly immoral and depraved behaviors and
practices Paul describes in Romans 1:20-32.

2) CORRECT BEHAVIORS AND PRACTICES
CaN SPRING ONLY FrROM CORRECT CONCEPTS.
(top Column III) “Many, if not all, of the problems
in the religious world today are the result of man’s
incorrectly held concepts.” Therefore, the correct
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practice or behavior will not be forthcoming UN-
TIL man has the correct concept. The Athenians
didn’t have a chance to worship God correctly, or
lead godly lives, until they first had the right con-
cept of the one, true, living God. The truth of this
general paradigm is confirmed in such passages as
Proverbs 4:23 and Proverbs 23:7. The only avenue
for them (or us) to learn the correct concept of God
is through His revelation (1 Cor. 2:11).

3) Our Conceptr OfF Gob Is CRriTi-
cAL. Many have wrong behaviors or practices
because they have the wrong concept of God.
He’s merely a “doting grandfather” or a “celes-
tial Santa Claus.” A. W. Pink, in Gleaning the
Godhead (pp. 28-29), put it this way, “The god of
this century no more resembles the Sovereign of
Holy Writ than does the dim flickering candle the
glory of the midday sun. The god who is talked
about in the average pulpit, spoken of in the
ordinary Sunday school, mentioned in much of
the religious literature of the day, and preached
in most of the so-called Christian conferences,
is a figment of human imagination, an invention
of maudlin sentimentality. The heathen outside
the pale of Christendom form gods of wood and
stone, while millions of heathen inside Christen-
dom manufacture a god out of their carnal minds.
In reality, they are but atheists, for there is no
other possible alternative between an absolutely
supreme God, and no God at all. A ‘god’ whose
will is resisted, whose designs are frustrated,
whose purpose is checkmated, possesses no
title to Deity, and so far from being a fit object
of worship, merits naught but contempt.”

350 Pineridge Ln.
Sandusky, MI 48471
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WHAT DoEs IT MeEaN To "KNow” GoDp?
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French philosopher Albert Camus said,
“Life is a bad joke.” Most of us, at some point
in our lives, have had similar thoughts. All have
wrestled with the questions — “Why was [ born?”
and “What is the purpose of (my) life?”” Thank-
fully, life is not a bad joke and these questions
have answers: “Let not the wise man glory in
his wisdom, Let not the mighty man glory in his
might, Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;
But let him who glories glory in this, That he
understands and knows Me” (Jer. 9:23-24; Eccl.
12:13). In order for our lives to be worthwhile,
satisfying and meaningful, they must have a big
enough goal. Something “large” enough to catch
and hold our imagination; something with enough
substance to completely and permanently engage
our allegiance. Worldly goals are inherently unsat-
isfying (Eccl. 3:11; 5:10; Mt. 6:191f). “Knowing”
God is the highest, most exalting, most compelling
goal of all! (Phil. 1:21). But, what is involved in
“knowing” God? I certainly cannot exhaust the
subject in one page, but let me offer three thoughts.
Knowing God is...

1) A MatTER OF GRACE. Through sin
we’ve forfeited all claim on His favor (Rom. 3:10,
23). Recognizing this is a must at ALL times, be-
fore and after our baptism. The “heart of the gos-
pel” is God satisfying His rightful wrath toward us
through Christ’s sacrifice (1 Jn. 4:10). We don’t
make friends with God, He makes friends with
us! (Col. 1:21-22). The message of reconciliation
is the message of God’s unfathomable love for us
(Rom. 5:8) made available and made known via
His grace (Eph. 2:4-10). Only through “the word
of His grace” (Acts 20:32) can we come to know
His nature, character, will, and this wonderful
news of reconciliation! (1 Cor. 2:9-13).

8 (24)

2) A MATTER OF PERSONAL DEALING.
“Knowing” God transcends “knowing about Him.”
Rather, it is a matter of personally dealing with Him
through faith (Heb. 11:6). We must deal with our
condition (Rom. 3:10, 23; 6:23), with God’s desire
for us (Jn. 3:16; Acts 17:30-31; 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet.
3:9), with God’s call (2 Th. 2:13-14), with God’s plan
(Eph. 4:1-24), and with God’s ability (Eph. 3:20).
Each of these things can only be “dealt with” through
faith — a faith based upon God’s sole communication
with each of us...His word! (Rom. 10:17; 1 Cor.
2:1-13).

3) A MATTER OF PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT.
To get to know someone we must commit ourselves
to their company, their interests, and be always ready
to identify with their concerns. In regards to God,
first and foremost, this involves our obedience to His
word! “Now by this we know that we know Him, if
we keep His commandments. He who says, ‘I know
Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 Jn. 2:3-4). But
“rote” obedience is useless! Our obedience must be
from the heart! (Mt. 15:8; Rom. 6:16-17). Obedi-
ence involves our mind, our will, our feelings, and
our actions (Rom. 12:1-2). We must reshape our
priorities to His (Lk. 9:23-24; Rom. 8:29). We must
realize just how close God wants to get to us and
respond! (1 Pet. 2:9-10; Rom. 8:16-17).

Do you “know” God? The stakes are ex-
ceptionally high (2 Th. 1:7-9) and the rewards are
unimaginably great (Jn. 17:3). The path to the goal
is clear (1 Jn. 2:3-4). Do you merely “know ABOUT
God”? Or, do you really “KNOW” Him?

350 Pineridge Ln.
Sandusky, M1 48471
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THE Love OF Gop

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
® Ryan Thomas
[ ]
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In an age where style and symbolism have
replaced substance, the real meaning of love has
become muddied and blurred. Words and gestures
have taken the place of actions and deeds. The
Bible says, “My little children, let us love not in
word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth”
(1 Jn. 3:18). In this article, I would like to point
out some common misconceptions of love, as the
term is used in the Bible, and then show the proper
meaning of love.

1) Since Gob Loves Us, HE WoN’T Punisn
Us. Many have the idea that God wouldn’t send
anyone to hell because He loves us too much. It
is true that God loves us. The Bible says, “For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn.
3:16). However, just because God loves us doesn’t
mean He won’t punish those who refuse to do His
will (Mt. 7:21-23). The Bible also says that just
as our earthly fathers punished us for our good,
our Heavenly Father chastens us that we might
be made partakers of His holiness (Heb. 12:5-11;
Prov. 13:24).

2) PoinTING Out SIN AND ERROR Is NoT
SHOWING PrOPER LoOVE. In today’s society, most
have come to expect tolerance and acceptance, es-
pecially in the realm of religion. In fact, I recently
saw an advertisement for a certain church which
said, “No Judging, no Religion, Just Jesus.” While
such phrases may sound good, they demonstrate
a severe misunderstanding of Biblical principles.
When Jesus pointed out sin, He did so with a spirit
of love. The same is true with Paul and the rest of
the apostles. In fact, a great deal of New Testa-
ment teaching deals with pointing out sin and error.
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Just read the entire books of 1 and 2 Corinthians,
Galatians, and Hebrews. When men today point
out sin and error, they are fulfilling the charge Paul
gave to Timothy. “Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2). May
God bless men who are not afraid to stand up for
what is right and point out things that are wrong.

3) COMMANDMENTS, OBEDIENCE, AND LOVE
ARE CONTRADICTORY. Suppose we wanted to know
what love is. Fortunately, the Holy Spirit has de-
fined it for us in 1 John 5:3, “For this is the love
of God, that we keep his commandments, and his
commandments are not grievous.” Unfortunately,
many in the world do not want to keep God’s com-
mandments. Instead, they would rather create a
new definition of love — a syrupy sentimentalism
rather than obedience to Christ. They want to im-
press you with “how much they care” rather than
urging people to do the will of God. Jesus said in
John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my command-
ments.” In order to truly demonstrate our love for
Christ we must take up our cross and follow Him
on a daily basis (Mt. 16:24). Don’t be fooled by
those who want to alter the Bible definition of love
and minimize the importance of obedience.

350 Pineridge Ln.
Sandusky, M1 48471
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THE JUDGMENT OF GoD
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One does not have to observe our modern
legal system very long to understand that it is com-
posed of fallible humans using limited knowledge
and wisdom to arrive at sometimes incorrect judg-
ments. In fact, the legal system was designed with
this in mind — it is considered far better to acquit
1,000 guilty persons than to convict a single inno-
cent man. Fortunately, there is a Judge above all
judges and juries and courts who is unimpaired in
His decision-making process: God. Our God is
not subject to the same weaknesses as mankind.
His understanding is superior to ours. “For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways and My thoughts than your
thoughts” (Is. 55:9). We can trust that God will
rule and decide accurately in all things. Consider
some attributes of His judgment.

1) Gob JUDGES ACCURATELY. Were we able
to determine the intent of man’s heart and of his
thoughts, there would be no mistrials or incorrect
verdicts. While no man can know the thoughts of
another man (1 Cor. 2:11), God does. This makes
His judgment superior to our own. When Samuel
was sent to Bethlehem to anoint the successor to
Saul, he thought upon seeing Jesse’s son, Eliab,
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him” (1 Sam.
16:6). The Lord had other plans, as He indicated
to Samuel: “Do not look at his appearance or at
the height of his stature...for God sees not as man
sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks at the heart” (v. 7). God then passed
over the first seven sons of Jesse, until David was
brought before Samuel and he was anointed, the
man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22).

2) Gob JupGes ImparTIALLY. When Peter
came before Cornelius, he began by saying, “I most
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certainly understand now that God is not one to
show partiality” (Acts 10:34). God freely offers
salvation without respect to nationality, thus He
holds all accountable without respect to national-
ity. Paul wrote that “all have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God.” We are all equally
sinners, placing us all equally subject to His judg-
ment. We are not held accountable for the sins of
other persons. As the Lord said to Ezekiel, “The
person who sins will die” (Ezek. 18:20).

3) Gob JupGes WiTH FiNaLITY AND FOR
EterniTY. There is coming a time when this
world will end and Jesus will come again. At this
time, all will be judged. This is inescapable. “It
is appointed for men to die once and after this
comes judgment.” Whenever we are told of this
pending judgment, the judgment is always without
appeal and without end. When Jesus described
the final judgment, those who were condemned
tried to plead ignorance. “Lord, when did we see
You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or
sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?”
(Mt. 25:44). Ignorance did not excuse them, and
they were sent away into eternal punishment (v.
46) — Not short-term or extended punishment,
but eternal punishment, the same punishment that
verse 41 describes as being prepared for the devil
and his angels. This judgment will come at a time
He has appointed, but it will come “like a thief” (2
Pet. 3:10). We must be ready to face this judgment,
as there are only two possible verdicts. We will
either go into eternal life or eternal punishment.
No one can hide and no one can hope for undue
leniency. Are you ready?

6115 Frey Dr.
Louisville, KY 40219
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THE ImmuTaBILITY OF GOD
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The Hebrew writer declared, “Thus
God, determining to show more abundantly to the
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel,
confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable
things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we
might have strong consolation, who have fled for
refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us” (Heb.
6:17-18). Here the promises of God are assured
by the immutability of God. Immutable means
unchangeable. “Examples from the papyri show
that the word was used as a technical term in con-
nection with wills” (Vine ). The immutability of
God refers to the fact that God is unchangeable.

God’s immutability is taught throughout the
Bible. Consider just a few references. “For I am
the Lord, I do not change; Therefore you are not
consumed, O sons of Jacob” (Mal. 3:6). “God is
not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man,
that He should repent. Has He said, and will He
not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make
it good?” (Num. 23:29). “And also the Strength of
Israel will not lie nor relent. For He is not a man,
that He should relent” (1 Sam. 15:29). “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes
down from the Father of lights, with whom there
is no variation or shadow of turning” (Jas. 1:17).

1) How Gopb Is IMMUTABLE. His essence
is unchangeable. He is the “I AM” (Ex. 3:14). His
attributes are immutable. He is good (Ps. 34:8),
holy (Ps. 99:9), loving (1 Jn. 4:8), just (Job 4:17),
merciful (Ti. 3:5), and severe (Rom. 11:22). None
of these change. The very attributes of deity do
not change. God is eternal (Ps. 90:2). He is om-
niscient — all knowing (Heb. 4:13), omnipresent
—all present (Ps. 139:7-10), and omnipotent — all
powerful (Mt. 19:26). His plans are unchange-
able. God has an eternal purpose (Eph. 1:4; 3:10).
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His promises are immutable (Heb. 6:13). His
warnings are unchangeable (Acts 13:40). The
objects of his love are immutable (Jn. 3:16).

2) EvipEnce OfF ImmutaBiLiTY. What
evidence could we cite that God is immutable?
God’s existence is evidence of His immutability.
Any argument for the existence of God is an argu-
ment for His immutability. Creation itself tells us
there is a God (Rom. 1:20). Thus, creation itself
tells us He is unchangeable. If He is God, then He
is always God (Heb.13:8). God’s perfection tells
us He is immutable. He is flawless. He is perfect
in wisdom, knowledge, and in every way. If He
is a changing God, then He is not perfect. How
do you change perfection? God’s infinity tells us
that He is unchangeable. If God is infinite, there is
no room for anything else. If He is infinite, there
is no room for change.

3) Whnar Does Gop’s IMMUTABILITY
MEeaN To Us? A study of immutability is not just
an academic pursuit. It has practical application
in our lives. If God is immutable, then I know
that He keeps His promises (2 Pet. 3:13). So, any
promise He has made (to forgive, to never leave
or forsake, to answer my prayers, etc.) can be
trusted. Knowing God is unchangeable gives us
assurance and hope (Heb. 6:13-18), which serves
as an anchor for the soul. If God is immutable,
then I will never be disappointed in Him (Rom.
9:33). Often, we put confidence in man who later
changes and becomes a disappointment to us. We
may regret that we had confidence in them. This
will not happen with God.

1533 Highway 41-A North
Shelbyville, TN 37160-5502
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THE JeEaLousy OF Gop
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After God had brought the Israelites out
of Egyptian bondage, He said to them, “Thou
shalt have no other gods before Me. Thou shalt
not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself
to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fa-
thers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me” (Ex. 20:3-5).
God Himself affirms that He is a jealous God.

1) Gob Is JEaLous OF OurR THOUGHTS.
Many today are not giving the necessary atten-
tion to their minds and their thoughts. When
asked about the great commandment in the law,
Jesus responded, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind” (Mt. 22:37). If one truly loves
God with all his mind, then he will be careful to
set his thoughts and affections on those things
that please the Lord. Paul wrote to the saints
and faithful brethren at Colossae, “Set your af-
fection on things above, not on things on the
earth” (Col. 3:2). Again this apostle would pen,
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8). Are
you thinking on things that glorify the Lord, or
do your thoughts provoke the Lord to jealousy?

2) Gob Is JEaLous OF Our Love. Ifone

truly wants to be faithful to the Lord so as not to
provoke His jealousy, then he will love nothing

12 (28)

nor anyone more than God. Jesus said, “If any
man come to Me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be
My disciple” (Lk. 14:26). Of course, our Lord’s
point here is that we are to love all of these less
than we love Him. God and His will must always
be first with the one who desires to be faithful to
Him. Writing about those things we should be
careful not to love, John admonished, “Love not
the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father
is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of'life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1
Jn. 2:15-16). Is your love for God what it ought
to be (1 Jn. 5:3)?

3) Gob Is JEAaLous OF Our TIME. Paul
stressed the value of our time when he wrote,
“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as
fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-16). Sadly, people
are spending more time in life’s affairs than in
doing God’s will. Time is precious and it is
fleeting (Jas. 4:13-14). We need to consume our
time with Bible study (2 Tim. 2:15), with faithful
assembling for worship (Heb. 10:23-25), and in
prayer (Eph. 6:18), as those of the first century
did (Acts 2:42). Are you making good use of
your time?

1365 West Commerce St.
Lewisburg, TN 37091
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The Messianic prophet records, “I saw
the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up,
and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above
it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with
two he covered his face, with two he covered
his feet, and with two he flew. And one cried to
another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD
of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!’”
(Is. 6:1-3). To have the right concept of God, we
must understand what the seraphim proclaimed
—“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord.” The holiness of
God tells much of His nature and speaks volumes
to us about our duty towards Him.

1) Gob Is Hory. To be holy is to be set
apart, sacred, and clean. Truly, Jehovah pos-
sesses all of these qualities. That God is holy
indicates that He is morally perfect. Therefore,
the Psalmist wrote, “The Lord is righteous in
all His ways, and holy in all His works” (Ps.
145:17). God, in His holiness, is above sin and
evil, “for God cannot be tempted with evil” (Jas.
1:13). God is the epitome of holiness as “He is
the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways
are justice, a God of truth and without injustice;
righteous and upright is He” (Dt. 32:4). To
proclaim that God is holy is to say that He is set
apart from all wrong and clean from the stain of
sin in unadulterated righteousness.

2) Gop’s HoLINEss AND MAN’S UNRIGH-
TEOUSNESS. In His holiness, God is perfectly
righteous. However, of man it is said, “There is
none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). Seeing
that God is set apart from evil in holiness, He
can have no fellowship with unrighteous man.
Thus, of man it is written, ““Your iniquities have
separated between you and your God, and your
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sins have hid his face from you, that he will not
hear” (Is. 59:2). We, by our “wicked works,”
became “alienated” from and “enemies” of the
holy God.

3) BEING IN CommunioNn WiTH THE HoLy
Gop. How then may we, as unrighteous men,
be in fellowship with the holy God? In order to
be in communion with Him, we must be holy
as well. God said to the people of Moses’ day,
“I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore
consecrate yourselves, and you shall be holy;
for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44). Harkening back to
these words, the call is given to us in this dis-
pensation through the apostle Peter: “Because
it is written, be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pet.
1:16). God desires that man would be set apart
from the things which would defile him in this
life and be wholly consecrated unto His service.
Thankfully, God has said throughout all genera-
tions, “I am the LORD which sanctify you” (Lev.
20:8). To this end, Jesus sacrificed Himself “that
He might sanctify and cleanse” those who make
up the church “with the washing of water by the
word” (Eph. 5:26). Therefore, sanctification
initially takes place in the waters of baptism as
God washes away our sins, thereby reconciling
us to Himself (Acts 22:16; Col. 1:21-22). We
continue to be among those who are sanctified
and in communion with God as we are “holy in
all” our “conduct,” “proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord” while having “no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness™ (1 Pet.
1:15; Eph. 5:10-11). God abides in holiness.
Do you?

62 Granite Dr:
Carmel, IN 46032
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Kids Activity Page

Aleisha Edwards

Who Am I?

People of the Old Testament

1) I was the first man (Gen. 2:19).

2) I was the first king (1 Sam. 9:17).

3) I became king when I was 7 (2 Chr. 24:1).

4) I led the Israelites out of Egypt (Ex. 13:3).

5) I was swallowed by a great fish (Jonah 1:17).

6) I purposedinmy heart not to defile myself (Dan. 1:8).

7) I was swallowed up by the earth (Num. 16:32).

8) I was sold to the Ishmaelites by my brothers (Gen. 37:28).

9) I killed my brother (Gen. 4:8).

10) Isaid,"Lettherebenostrife...forwebebrethren”(Gen.13:8).

“Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).
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THE RicHTEOUsSNEss OF Gop
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The Psalmist declares of God, “Righ-
teousness and justice are the foundation of Your
throne” (Ps. 89:14; 97:2). The Scriptures reveal
the eternal truth that God is righteous (Rom.
1:16-17). Righteousness is defined as “the char-
acter or quality of being right or just” (Vine, I, p.
980). God perfectly bears this quality, display-
ing His righteousness before all. Notice some
different aspects of His righteousness and how
God’s character directly impacts us.

1) THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REFERS
To His HoLiNess. God is holy and pure, com-
pletely free from the taint of error or sin. God
possesses absolutely no impurity, contamination,
or corruption. With God, there is no weakness or
frailty of character. He is transcendent in His ho-
liness, deserving our highest praise (Ps. 148:13;
150:2). Whereas we falter and fail, God does
not. God’s holiness was fully represented when
Jesus left the throne of heaven to become like a
man (Heb. 1:3). He was tempted as we are, but
He was sinless (Heb. 4:15). When we consider
the holiness of God, and the perfect example of
Jesus Christ, we should also strive to be holy (1
Th. 4:7; 1 Pet. 1:14-16; 1 Jn. 3:3).

2) THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REFERS
To His FarrnruLNess. He is loyal and true, and
He will not forsake His word (Ps. 33:4). His faith-
fulness is great and undeterred (Jer. 3:23; 2 Tim.
2:13). Due to God’s faithfulness, we can trust
God and put full assurance in His word. In fact,
God’s faithfulness is the basis of our faith. Faith
consists of believing that God is, and that He is a
rewarder of those that diligently seek Him (Heb.
11:6). Faith means believing that God is faithful
to His promises. If we believe the promises of
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God, we will live in full obedience to Him. It is
only when we forget about God and His promises
that we slip into worldliness and sin.

3) THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REFERS
To His JusTicke. This quality of God can clearly
be seen in His judgment and dealings with man-
kind. For man, sin bears the penalty of death.
By God’s grace, salvation has been freely offered
to mankind. The manner in which God offers
salvation displays His righteousness. God did
not simply overlook sin. He did not ignore it.
He did not disregard it. His justice demanded
that the price be paid, so He sent His Son as an
atoning sacrifice to bear the penalty of sin for
us (Jn. 3:16; Gal. 4:4-5). Moreover, there is
no partiality with God (Rom. 2:11). He freely
offers salvation to everyone who believes (Ti.
2:11; Acts 10:34; Rom. 3:21-22). Salvation is
not restricted by gender, race, or social standing
(Gal. 3:28). Rather, the conditions of salvation
are attainable for all who desire to be saved.

The righteousness of God proclaims His
character as holy, faithful, and just. When we
consider who God is, we can more fully know
who we should be. We can never be perfect
like our heavenly Father, but we can be deemed
righteous because of the sacrifice of Jesus. Jesus
died on the cross that we might be presented
before God holy and blameless (Col. 1:22; Rom.
6:12-13). Christ’s sacrifice enables us to become
the righteousness of God, bearing the status of
our redeemed condition (2 Cor. 5:21; Ps. 24:5).
God’s right character offers us righteousness.

2113 Maynard Ct.
Nashville, TN 37218
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